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We lost another of our “Greatest Generation” on the afternoon of Saturday, November 28th 
when Jean R. Morton, age 96, slipped away peacefully in his sleep. 

Jean was born May 19, 1919 in Salt Lake City. He enlisted in the US Army Air Corps at Fort 
Douglas and was posted to England with the 8th Air Transport Command, arriving during the Blitz 
of London. Jean spent 3½ years in England supporting the war effort, returning to Salt Lake in 
1945, with sergeant’s stripes, stories and memories to share and a spunky English bride, the 
former Thelma McWaters. The house they built together has been in the family home for four 
generations.  

Jean spent his career employed as Treasurer and Financial Manager of Pole Line Distributing 
Co, Inc. and as District Credit Manager at Amfac Wholesale Electrical Supply Co, Inc. He was a 
past Director of Intermountain Credit Assoc. of SLC and American Assoc. of Accountants, Salt 
Lake Chapter. 

Thelma passed too soon in 1979 and in December of 1980, Jean married Fairie (Butch) Coats. 
The family grew with the addition of her two daughters and a son. Jean and Butch relocated to 
St. George and used their home as headquarters for their travels. By plane, train, automobile 
and motorhome they traveled the world together. In 2007 they moved back to the Salt Lake 
Valley to be closer to family. After Butch’s passing, the family rallied around Jean. Although he 
chose to live independently, he was never alone for long. Each night someone from the family 
would stop by to share dinner, stories and the day’s events. 

He was a lifelong student of history and politics, proud of his military service and a loyal 
patriot of his country. He taught us tolerance, acceptance, forgiveness, humility and to always 
look for the good in everyone. His kind and gentle spirit will live on through those he touched. 

He leaves behind daughters, Lynne Morton and Annette Carhart; grandchildren Sadie Carhart 
and Will (Chelsey) Carhart; great-grandson Oliver Mikel Carhart; stepdaughters, Sandy (Jim) 
Layton and Susan (Richard) Walter and their families. 

A memorial service will be held on Monday, December 21, 2015, 5:00 pm, at Holladay United 
Church of Christ where he was a founding member - 2631 E Murray Holladay Blvd., Holladay, UT 
84117. In lieu of flowers please make a donation to Crossroads Urban Center or to the Utah State 
Library for the Blind and Disabled, 250 N 1950 West, SLC, UT 84116. 


